
THE INTERNATIONAL MISERICORDIA FAMILY 

 

 

A Spiritual Family Growing in Fidelity and Creativity 

Since the founding of the Institute of the Misericordia Sisters lay people 

have collaborated in the mission of service in works throughout its history. 

Unity of spirit and heart was established between the persons, which then 

gave birth to a Spiritual Family.
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The Misericordia Family is a result of Vatican II. During this period of 

effervescence in the Church, the Misericordia Sisters were open to the lay 

people who had expressed an attraction and the desire to live their charism 

with them in a particular way. The community then understood that the 

founding charism was called to be perpetuated in a different way. The open-

mindedness of the Sisters and of the lay people to the signs of the time was 

prophetic. 

In fact, forty years later, thanks to their docility to the Holy Spirit, the 

charism of the Institute is passing into the hands of committed lay people 

through the International Misericordia Family. They have become the 

inheritors. The members of the Family will have the entire responsibility to 

ensure its sustainability to future generations. Faithfulness and creativity are 

pivotal so that this mission of mercy will continue in the world and within 

the Church. 

The purpose of every encounter, every gesture and every position taken and 

lived daily by the committed members of our International Family, wherever 

they may be, is to ease the hardship and suffering of pregnant women in 

difficult situations and/or women experiencing difficult pregnancies and to 

help them achieve their full potential with their child.    
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The charism that the International Misericordia Family has inherited has two 

inseparable cornerstones: 

1. To be the face of the God of Mercy within the Church and in society. 

The persons who are imbued with this charism rooted in the Gospel 

live universal values. They allow themselves to be transformed from 

within so that this divine seed of love which dwells in them will grow 

and be embodied in their being and in all their actions to witness Love 

and respect for Life in the world. 

 

2. To be the face of mercy by welcoming without making 

judgements the mother in difficulty, her child and her family 

members. To live in a loving relationship that allows the 

disadvantaged mother to grow in all dimensions of her being so 

that she will be given opportunities for personal development 

during her pregnancy and in her family life.  

 

The International Misericordia Family is made up of thirteen groups of 

Christians who feel called to live the spirituality of mercy in their respective 

areas and who wish to transmit this spiritual heritage to future generations. 

Each group has its own importance, richness, beauty and originality. Each 

member and each group share the charism and reveal one of its many facets.  

Some groups and committed lay people are attracted to the spirituality of the 

foundress. They are centered on the spiritual aspect of the charism without 

neglecting the aspect of the mission. 

For others, their belonging to the Family is based on the mission, but they 

are nourished by the same spirituality. The members collaborate in the 

mission and they can choose to make a commitment in the Family or not. 

Others are in communion with the family spirit that reigns in the Family 

and they become part of the Family to live aspects of fraternity more deeply. 



Every year, hundreds of members formally commit themselves to live mercy 

in their respective surroundings in solidarity with Rosalie, the mother, her 

child and close family members.  

 

IS THIS NOT A SPECIAL WAY FOR LAY PEOPLE 

 TO WITNESS WITHIN THE CHURCH? 

 

 TO JOURNEY AS CHRISTIANS STARTING FROM A 

SPECIFIC CHARISM? 
 

 


